








ing to work through. We have discussed sibling rivalry, e,
sharing, empathy, jealousy, competitiveness, loneliness, fear,
and excitement. We find that even the most boisterous
children are able to connect with the bears and gradually
work towards softer, more social behaviour. Parents often ask
us to tackle specific sujects via group discussion with Ted and
Edwina, so they are not only cuddly friends but also amazing
social and emotional development tools.

Homework Journals

When children first join Big Bugs there is a soft but steady
increase in the level and quantity of academic study, and we L e e mmmmmmmmm—mmmmmm oo
find that the best way to enthuse children is to immediately instill in them a ‘wow - you did it!" form of praise.
This works well and when we have teachers and parents working together we have a real recipe for instant

E activities that are designed to be interesting, achievable and fun.

. In addition, towards the end of the first half-term children will also take

E home books to share with their parents that are part of our pre-

' reading scheme.

» Our team spends an incredible amount of time looking at the work

E that each child completes, and assessing where they need help and

. what really makes them tick. The children’s dedicated teachers then

individually tailor the children’s homework to draw out the best from

""""""""""""""""""" each child. Our teachers work very hard to ensure that homework is
always new and exciting, and parents are very supportive of their children at home. This makes a tremendous
difference. When the homework is returned the group discusses what they did and what they enjoyed or
disliked. The work is then displayed with pride on our walls. The children love to see what everyone has done,
and they often ask to re-do work or have the same sheets as their friends, which encourages them to progress

steadily.

Skype Tuesdays

In the classroom we have set up a pc screen, which can be viewed easily by the group. Every Tuesday we in-
vite extended families, ex-classmates, friends of the school and parents to phone in on Skype and have a little
chat. The principle of Skype Tuesdays is to connect the classroom to the children’s broader life outside and
involve family as much as possible. It is simply lovely to see the children’s reaction as grandparents, old school
mates and mums and dads call in to have a few minutes of conversation. The children learn to compose
questions in their head, involve themselves in the conversations and interact with the caller. Children who
are living away from their extended families gain a feeling of being connected to a wider social circle, and it is
reassuring for them to know that friends and family are just a click away.



Big Bugs’ In-Class Disciplines

We want the children to feel empowered as they grow. This involves making them aware of what is going on in their
day, how they affect people/circumstances and what they are able to control for themselves. This allows them to
begin making decisions about their behaviour, which they eventually display at home, and parents begin to notice -
and like! This maturity means the children are no longer just emotionally motivated, and this helps when it comes to
school work and achievements. One of the ways that we help the children feel in control is by teaching them quite
adult concepts such as time-management, continuity, pace and classroom behaviour. We have two amazing tools in
Big Bugs that help the children know exactly where they stand:

Day-O-Meter

The Day-O-Meter is the daily class schedule, displayed in pictures on a colourful chart on the
wall. For each period of the day (see daily schedule) there is a picture to depict the activity
carried out at that time. The children who are new to Big Bugs are told what part of the day
they are on, which helps them grow accustomed to the amount of time they have to carry
out tasks, get prepared, clear away, and wait for lunch and snacks. This gives the children a
strong sense of security and they soon learn to look at the Day-O-Meter throughout the day.
Eventually the Day-O-Meter is a very useful tool when teaching the children how to tell the
time, and for teaching time scales, such as hours in the day, days in the week, months etc.

Noise-O-Meter

The Noise-O-Meter is a clever tool that we use to get the children to manage their own noise
levels. This chart has four grades (quiet, whisper, chatter and free noise), which are indicated
by a moveable arrow. At the beginning of term we carry out exercises to teach children exact-
ly what each indicator means/sounds like. This is good fun and at first the children just think it
is a chance to let off steam, but they soon learn it has purpose. We then talk as a group about
appropriate noise levels for different circumstances and write these levels down on a chart for
the children to remember. At any time in the day the teacher can get the Noise-O-Meter out
and ask the children what level of noise they think they are creating on the Noise-O-Meter, if
it fine to make that much noise, and what they feel must be done to move the noise to the
correct level. By using the Noise-O-Meter to encourage noise (during free play) as well as to
discourage noise, the children manage themselves in a way that doesn't appear to them to
simply be a form of discipline. As the children
grow they occasionally even get the Noise-O-Meter out themselves and
ask their peers if they think they are being too noisy, which is quite an
amazing sight to seel!

Responsibility

Each Big Bug has their own box with their name on it for their work. Chil-
dren are taught to respect their projects and place all unfinished items in
their box neatly and carefully. Each day there is a special period set aside
for completion of these unfinished activities, and the children know that
they can go to their box and carry on with something that needs more attention. Initially our youngest children need
motivation to go to the box and continue something that they feel has already been fully worked on, but with support
they start enjoying the satisfaction of seeing completed work praised and displayed.

Mentor & Helper Programme

Each week six children are chosen to be special class helpers- two door helpers, two craft helpers and two drinks
helpers, giving every child a chance to experience a range of responsibilities throughout the term. Medallions
are placed around the selected children’s photos on our wall, and this special recognition of the children’s efforts
always produces big smiley faces full of pride! We encourage the children to work on their manners as they ac-
knowledge their friends'efforts, and parents have applauded this scheme as being instrumental in many positive
changes in behaviour at home too.



Bugs’ Calendar Highlights

Our calendar includes theme-based open days, assemblies, performances, cafés, crafts, exhibitions and
school trips. We also pay attention to the many wonderful festivities that we can enjoy in Tokyo, and hold
parent-teacher nights in luxurious and fun settings. Some examples have been a party at the wonderful
Tableaux in Daikanyama with a ‘Glitter and Glamour’ theme and an incredible Halloween party at our very
own school!

The All School Open Days have become famous, and we have general hilarity and bumper fun for all,
including pie-throwing, live music and puppet shows! The Bugs open up their own café for the best Café
Latte in town, with the Bugs children serving their parents coffee and biscuits. Over the months the Bugs
work very carefully on their shows and mini performance/presentations at assemblies. The children also
enjoy themed movie nights, when our very own cinema opens for a special night of popcorn and pajamas.

Weekly Events
Park Trips
We get the children into the fresh air as often as possible with fun visits to the local parks. In warm weather

can. The children also spend lots of quality time in
our rooftop sports area, under the protection of the
tailor-made awning, enjoying the many games and
toys we have up there.

Community

Cspace is a special charity division of the school
that is run by our fabulous parents. It brings our
community members together with coffee mornings
and charity events. This is an excellent way to meet
other parents, feel connected to the school, teachers
and your children’s friends, and make a lasting difference. In 2007 we raised enough money to help print
and publish native language books for many children in Sri Lanka, and also built two entire elementary
schools.

Communication

News is sent to parents via weekly newsletters and updates. Every month we also send you video updates of
your child’s class via'Kpsace TV' This is a wonderful window into your child’s day which you are welcome to
share with your extended family. Children are filmed participating in regular activities as well as special events
and links are sent via email. Our special Kokomo mascot makes occasional guest appearances to pass on
special messages. Please note - Parents have the right to opt in or out of this, and can ask that their child is
involved in other activities during airing.






