@) ¢ can confidently state that this programme is simply outstanding and provides

children and parents the opportunity to experience a very special learning period

together. At the end of each year we are overwhelmed with wonderful compliments and we
cannot recommend the Japanese Language Immersion Programme (JLIP) highly enough.
JLIP has become one of our most popular and sought after programmes in the school, and

is certainly one of a kind in Japan.

Using the very best of our Kspace programme ideas we have created a system that supports children beautifully
in their acquisition of two languages, and ensures that they enjoy each session equally. Children have
a voracious appetite for learning their native language but they are also open to new ideas and sounds. With
the right support and guidance they can adopt another language easily, and we are here to give your child
the very best chance to love learning both English and Japanese!

Our Japanese Language Immersion Progamme (JLIP) is a one year course of study that focuses on
bilingualism (English and Japanese). We also enjoy studying the cultures and customs of the world. One
of the ‘golden’ parts of this programme, which really puts it at V.I.P status, is our amazing emphasis on
Japanese festivals and traditions. Each term our children get to participate in a range of varied and exciting

experiences.

JLIP is a year in your child’s life that they will never forget, and neither
will mummy and daddy! They will flourish in the stimulating classroom
atmosphere, grow from exposure to our fabulous Tspace blend of
music, arts, cooking and theme based study — along with the very
best academic curriculum that includes;

Phonics

Mathematics

Early reading/writing support
Language development
Themed studies

Early science projects

The JLIP Team is made up of a highly
professional, talented and experienced
group of fully bilingual teachers. Native
English  speakers run the English
elements of the programme (3 days
weekly) and on ‘Japanese Study Days’
our Japanese native speakers take over (2 days weekly). Children
are accepted from all backgrounds, regardless of their level of
English/Japanese, and are supported every step of the way. Every
child can benefit from the diversity of this unique course, and we
welcome you to join us for a simply brilliant journey!

Studying via the JLIP - Children between the ages of three to four can
join us whether they are new to the school, direct from Kspace (Parent
& Child classes) or our Tspace preschool (Chrysalis class).

“If you wish your child to experience something very special - the JLIP is for you!”

Juliet Rogove: Our Founder & Principle

There are many reasons to enroll your child, and obviously these differ
from family to family. You may be living in Japan for a few years and

hope to give your child an enriched cultural experience. Other families
are multi-cultural/Japanese and wish their children to maintain a
healthy grounding of both Japanese and English. Many Japanese
families have also benefitted greatly from the programme, and love the
balance that it offers their child.

We request that children join us daily -
Children must join us between four and five
times per week. Children attend classes
conducted in Japanese on Tuesdays and
Thursdays (mandatory attendance days).
These are taught entirely by our native
On Monday,
Wednesday and Friday they join our native

Japanese speaking staff.

English speaking, foreign staff.

JLIP days have a very special identity and
everything from the classroom, text books,
team, curriculum, calendar and themes differ. Children are assigned
two special teachers; one in their English Language Programme and
one in the Japanese Language Programme. Classes are kept very small
and the teacher:student ratio is extremely high, allowing us to spend
plenty of time helping the children absorb both languages.

The programme provides a strong English language education, with all
the essential curriculum elements and so much more. It is also made up
of a foundation course in Japanese language and culture. Communica-
tion to our parents is in English, both verbal and written. Our team is
also very happy to provide additional parental support to our interna-
tional families, including parents in the learning and understanding of
the Japanese language their children are studying. Japanese families can
liaise with our Japanese staff if they prefer to use Japanese.

To further help parents we produce a Q & A sheet for this programme. If you would like a copy please ask one of our staff. We strongly
advise that parents come along and see the team at work, as we cannot truly convey the JLIP magic in this brochure!
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Children in the JLIP scheme are called ‘Butterflies’ when
they attend their regular English language days, and they
are part of our Butterfly community. All Butterflies follow
monthly themes and continuity/repeat exposure to the
lessons is essential. On JLIP days they study a different
theme and follow a Japanese events calendar.

Language Arts & Early Literacy - All children have a
different level of English/Japanese proficiency when they
enter this programme. Your child’s individual level will be
assessed and tasks will be set appropriately.

Where possible, teachers use the language of delivery to
explain new vocabulary and its uses throughout. As with all
language acquisition it is often necessary to use native
language parallels to establish understanding,
and our team is well qualified to judge when
this is necessary.

For the Language Arts modules, our chosen
phonics scheme (Jolly Phonics) is replaced by
the equivalent Japanese Language (Hiragana)
reading and writing scheme. To introduce the
children to the language through fun we use
lots of visual cues, tracing, children’s versions
of ‘'KARUTA’ (a Japanese hiragana recognition
card game) and games. The teachers use the
‘big story’ card system, and encourage lots of
questions and interaction at Circle and Story
Times. We use many fun, bright, interactive
learning aids and books.

Included in the Japanese Language Arts part of the
syllabus are;

= Personal introductions and general family details

= Greetings

* Polite daily used sayings, manners and formalities

= Regularly used verbs, adjectives and nouns

* The correct use of conjunctures (a basic foundation)
* Correct formation of questions

= Age appropriate vocabulary for conversation

= Song lyrics and well known stories

English - English language days are exactly that — No
Japanese studies at all, plus the addition of highly
focused phonics and reading time. This rises to very
special early academic studies when the children move
onto Bugs' age (4 plus), with some one-to-one tuition and
assessment of the child’s reading/literacy skills once they
join Super Bugs. Kspace has tailor-made one of the most
effective reading and writing skills programmes available
for this age group. We focus on the future too, and want to
ensure all children are absorbing the information and on

track for what's at Super Bug level and elementary schooling.

Mathematics - Our mathematics programme for the
JLIP/Butterfly children breaks down concepts and
principles into fun-sized chunks, whilst giving them

P Curriculum

confidence to sail through more advanced studies in their

pre-elementary  school phase. Our mathematics
programme is very successful and was designed by
experts. Mathematics, when taught in the JLIP, is taught
in Japanese, yet follows the same lesson plans as the
regular lessons. The Japanese language employs a rather
complex set of vocabulary specifically used for counting,
and the children are exposed to many memorable

examples that they can use at home.

Arts & Crafts - Many of the same wonderful arts and
crafts are created as in the regular programme, however
instruction is in Japanese. Over the year the children will
also carry out some nice unusual origami projects
(including  making mobiles and large scale/group

origami!), Kirie (paper cutting), Temari (Chinese style silk
balls) and Washi (making our own paper). In our Aspace
classes (after-school) children can also enjoy fabulous
small-class tuition in Sumi-e and Shodou (ink drawing
and calligraphy).

Culture & Customs - In the JLIP class the children are
introduced to many of the wonders of Japanese culture in
a fun and engaging way. Each special Japanese festival is
celebrated and the children often produce beautiful
crafts, try their hand at cooking Japanese dishes/sweets
and make gifts for family members. They are taught
greetings, manners and cultural features such as how to
use a 'furoshiki' to wrap up their lunch box. For some
events grandparents or parents of Japanese children are
asked to participate in classes.

We hold many amazing events and our children
participate in lots of ‘photo-opportunities’ and brilliant
special features each term. We encourage parent-
involvement too, and are part of the Azabu Juban
‘Buddha’s Birthday Parade’, bean throwing, Bon Odori
(dancing) and Omatsuris (festivals) and kimono/costume
wearing, at appropriate dates throughout the year. For
example, at Japanese New Year we enjoy all the specific
games, such as HANETSUKI (Japanese badminton),

TAKOAGE (Japanese Kite), and KARUTA (Karuta game)
In our class we keep a little Goldfish, in a pretty Japanese
style bowl (Medaka), so that the children can discuss pets
and take turns feeding it.

Snack Time - At snack time the children utilize appropri-
ate manners and learn polite phrases. They will learn
‘itadakimas’ and how to use their Ohashi (chopsticks)
politely, with guidelines to all the table faux pas! They will
also wash hands, set the table and help each other with
chairs and food, and brush their teeth afterwards —
using the same language and phrases each lesson.

Parents provide all children with an Obento furoshiki
(lunch box napkin/decorative wrapping) so that we can
wrap their lunch box/catered lunch box up
for them prior to lunch. This will teach them
how to tie and fold a furoshiki, and give the
lunch time a very distinct Japanese flavour.
We also ask that all children bring in a full ‘O
Hashi Seto’ - with
spoon/fork).

chopsticks  (and

Sports Syllabus - The syllabus for
Butterflies and JLIP is varied and keeps our
active children on their toes! Our children

enjoy periods in our beautiful play gym, on
the roof (where we have some great
equipment, all sorts of ball games and
courses laid out) and in the park. Children of
this age also enjoy periods of ‘Kid’'s Yoga’,
Peer Massage and soft gymnastics. As an
addition,
equipment that is used widely in Japan, like skipping with
jumping rope (Nawatobi). Games that are well practiced
by Japanese children will also be learned, like ‘AYATORI'
(‘Cat’s Cradle’ and other shapes made with the fingers,

children in the JLIP programme enjoy

using string/wool).




The JLIP Commumnity

Japanese Language Immersion Programme

Community and Special Events - The JLIP

children enjoy visits from senior citizens
in the community, cultural exchanges,
and day trips to special places of
interest, such as the Edo-Tokyo Open Air
Architectural Museum (Edo-Tokyo
Tatemono-en). We also have wonderful
bazaars and lovely picnics, such as
‘Hana mi’ - for cherry blossom viewing.
Parents are invited to join us! There are
many chances to dance, dress up,

attend photo sessions and celebrate with
the local community. We follow all the
regular fun Japanese dates, to make
your Kspace JLIP experience very
special. For example, we study Midori no
Hi (the Showa Emperor's Birthday),
Kodomo no Hi (Children’s Day), the
Buddha’s Birthday, Tanabata (Japanese

Star Festival) and many more!

Kspace has a diverse and friendly international community of parents who enjoy the
relaxed atmosphere at meetings, events, and school gatherings. We help guide and
welcome new parents, and we provide language assistance if necessary. Coffee
mornings, bake sales, and play-dates are arranged periodically, and involvement is
kept as low key as you wish

We teach the children about extended community, world aid and ecology, by
leading through example. In 2007 we raised enough money to help print and

publish native language books for many children in Sri Lanka, and we also built two
elementary schools!



Japanese Language Immersion Programme
Parent Feedback and Communication

We actively encourage parental participation in the learning process. The JLIP children have become known for their
strong sense of community spirit, and the team is like a lovely little family! In addition to daily updates, we conduct parent-
teacher meetings once a term, compile wonderful photo books, and provide weekly updates on our very special JLIP blog
and online photo gallery. Parents are kept fully informed all the way. Our teachers are always available for personal
meetings with parents.

Here is a selection of our colourful weekly newsletters.
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Japanese Language Immersion Programme

Butterfly JLIP A Regular Day
Mon / Wed / Fri Tue / Thu ) }
® On the three English language study days the children study the standard
& FreePlay Butterfly programme in English only. The Japanese Language periods per
© week that the Butterfly children regularly have are replaced by Special
Free Play  |S| Morning Activity Phonics, English Literacy & Language or Art. We do not wish to confuse
the children, and it is essential that they are receiving good, solid tuition
© in both languages. Consequently, the children study subjects in
Circle Time  [©|  Circle Time English only on Monday, Wednesday and Friday (Japanese is not
© spoken at all), and the same curriculum in Japanese (with English
snack 13| snack language interaction only for the purposes of comparison or expla-
. nation) on Tuesday and Thursday.
o
Story Time  [S|  Game, Origami, Story The day is started with an assisted play time. Our teachers help
= the children collect their hiragana name tags from a special box,
Phonics |5 Gym and encourage them to speak Japanese in their play.
S We then begin circle time and enjoy the songs of the month
Gym & Hiragana / Culture which relate to our current theme. Music is used to match the
daily schedule; for example at lunch time the children listen to
Special Phonics, E alunch time song and when we clean our teeth we listen to
English Literacy & At |°| " the tooth brush song.
s The children are encouraged to converse in Japanese on a
Lunch (o Lunch ) . . .
variety of topics they they show interest in, as well as regular
= daily topics such as the days of the week, the day's weather,
auietTime 13| Brush Teetn whati they late for dmner.and how they spent their previous
evening. It is a very rewarding for the teachers after encouraging
= the children to use the language to be amazed at how lively and
Art/ Theme Studies & Japanese Language / Arts confidently they can all talk in Japanese after even just a short
time in the JLIP.
®
&|  Discussion Art/craft and cooking projects take place throughout the day. Gym
Story Time & Follow Up | 75| Story Time time adds a nice way to let the children let off steam and is well
&| and Home Time placed between academic or culture studies, which take up over

half of the day. The children enjoy regular trips to the park too.

Home Time
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The JLIP is headed by Aya Schubert, a teacher in our Butterfly class and Head of Japanese

P l@am

Studies. Together with native Japanese assistants she leads the children through a fabulous

curriculum.

Aya Schubert
Head of the Japanese
Language Immersion Programme

Aya has headed our JLIP team for many terms now and she
brings to it her own special dedication for multilingualism.

Aya is an incredibly talented teacher. She came to us

originally many years go, having held a long-term position as
Head Teacher at another famous International school in Tokyo. She
stepped immediately into her position with glowing credentials. The JLIP
programme was originally designed by our Founder Juliet Rogove, and
Japanese Language Consultant Noriko Hattori. Aya has added new
fascinating aspects to the programme and has expanded the creative
arts and cultural studies elements — to make this the best bilingual

She also holds certifications in First Aid, from the American Red Cross.
She is a qualified English teacher and has a TOEIC Certification. Now
she brings to us a wealth of knowledge and nearly eight years practical
teaching experience.

Aya is from a multi-cultural background and has personal knowledge of
European/Japanese cultures, as well as being fluent in English, Japanese
and speaks German well (she is Japanese/German). She worked in the
JLIP when we first set up the programme in 2006 and she has kept
abreast of all developments since then.

Aya is one of those individuals that one often meets who has simply been
everywhere and done everything..and she remains so sweet and

course available! unaffected!. She has traveled to over 37 countries and has been
fortunate enough to study various performing arts and fine arts,
including; Kathak Dance (Traditional Indian), Aikido, Capoeira, lyengar
and Shivananda Yoga, Vedic Astrology and Ayurveda and Reiki! To add
to her huge list of achievements she has been published in “NEUTRAL":
magazine and has acted in drama series and commercials.

Aya is a natural teacher, doula and mother and has two beautiful

daughters, names Aina and Manuela.

Aya was educated in Tokyo and then majored in Fine Arts at the
Vancouver Waldorf Steiner High School. This is where her love for
holistic education began — although the seed was sown many years
before! She also attended school in Hawaii and finally began her
Montessori training, which led receipt of her Preschool/Kindergarten
Montessori Teaching Diploma (North American Montessori Center).

A note from Aya
’\/

(( | have always loved working in the fabulous JLIP programme. It is a magical year in the children’s lives. It is a pleasure to run such
a fascinating programme and even more special in this fantastic melting pot of love and energy, that is Kspace. My teaching style
is simple. | strive to foster children with full respect and sharp alertness, knowing that any impression | make is going to be taken
seriously into the children’s system. So, | love to send each and every child off from school with th@%est smile in their faces every
day, as if they just had the best day ever! Happiness opens all the potential after all. Welcome!

A note from Juliet
’\_/

‘( My team enjoys teaching the JLIP programme very much! It is great to hear parents say that their child has started to talk to the
Japanese children in the park in Japanese!” This makes us all very proud and it is such fun to see the children open up their world
with new language skKills. It gives us great pleasure to break down barriers for your children and give them an insight into Japanese
language and culture. Bilingual and native Japanese children love this programme equally, and we find that it offers them great
balance.

As a final note, this is also a challenge for parents too because it is essential for you to know what the students are learning in
Japanese, and how these session ties in with English language studies! But please don’t worry — the JLIP classes are small, intimate
and have a real family-feeling. Parents are kept very well informed by us at every turn, and we send an additional newsletter/theme
sheet, every month, which has all the words and songs that we are going to learn. Arigato and welcome to the JLIP! Welcome! ,,



Japanese Language Immersion Programme - Q & A

Does it matter if | can't speak any Japanese?

There is no need to worry. Parents don’t need to speak a word of
Japanese for their child to join the JLIP ... but of course you can
take in as much as you wish! When your child comes home singing
the lovely songs, armed with DVDs of the class activities and their
beautiful work, you might just be inspired to join in and learn
together!

Qur teachers are all bilingual, and all communication to and from
the school is still in English. Each month you will be provided with
the theme outline and core vocabulary for the month in a lovely,
colourful newsletter. This is printed in hiragana and romaji and
translated into English.

If  am Japanese, does this programme still have benefits?

Yes, absolutely! Every year Japanese children join this programme
and grow a great deal via the interaction with their foreign and
native Japanese teachers and peers. Please don't forget that the
majority of the lessons throughout the week are in English. Also,
the level and standard of teaching in the programme is so high that
many graduates have easily moved from our JLIP into the Bugs’
years and into prestigious schools such as Nishimachi Interna-
tional School. At the age of three years old traditional Japanese
schools do not have any recognised academic syllabus or bench-
marks, and the level of learning at Kspace far exceeds any
guidelines set by the Japanese Education Department.

Will my child be confused?

We structure the JLIP to minimise the risk of language confusion.
The children have different teaching teams for both languages, use
different rooms, and the curriculums in both languages are superb.
Children quickly adapt to the new environment and are very aware
which day is a 'Butterfly' or English day, and which is a JLIP or
Japanese day.

Children benefit immensely from participating in the programme.
They gain a wealth of valuable cultural knowledge, increased
confidence and self-esteem from being able to speak two
languages, and a greater understanding and open-mindedness
about their own and other cultures.

What happens after the JLIP?

Following a year in the JLIP your child moves naturally into one of
the best kindergarten programmes in Japan - the Kspace Bugs.
Prior to graduation from the JLIP, the children are allowed time to
watch Bugs’ assemblies, shows and events, and they interact with
their older peers and Bugs’ teachers. They are fully primed to move
up a grade. The Bugs’ programme includes Japanese language
lessons, and JLIP students find the transition very easy. All Bugs’
children are welcome to continue their Japanese studies in our
after-school classes, or with one-to-one tutorials, upon request. We
have fine tuned this process over the years and find that students
do extremely well following a year in the JLIP.

Which teaching materials do you use?

We use many popular and traditional books, including stories of an
adorable Japanese Shiba Ken puppy (Shiba Wanko) and her little
kitten friend (Mikenyanko). Shiba Wanko books are beautifully
detailed and teach the children about Japanese customs,
traditions and language. This series was adapted for NHK (and is
also available on DVD), and is incredibly popular — for good reason!

http://www.hakusensha.co.jp/moe/book/com/shibawanko/anime.htmi
http://www.yamaneko.org/einfo/mgzn/jcb_e1205.htm#dog

Here is just a brief selection of JLIP books
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How can | find out more?

We understand that placing your child in a new programme can be
a period of uncertainty, and we want to help all we can. We would
love to welcome you into our class on a JLIP day, and if you wish to
find out more about how the JLIP and Butterfly programmes work
together, we are happy for you to visit the Butterfly class as well.
We can also supply you with the course calendar, themes studies
and some archived newsletters, as well as showing you our varied
teaching resources. If you wish, we can also ask a current JLIP
parent (or graduate’s parent) to give you their opinion of the
course, and the years following the JLIP.




